Erickson Community Association
General Meeting – January 27, 2009

Meeting was called to order by President Les Mawson at 7:05 pm.

19 members were in attendance

Minutes – The minutes from the general meeting of November 25, 2008 were read.  Moved Brad Rae/ second Merv Sloss that they be accepted with the addition of Les Mawson’s name added to the group who had worked on the Erickson Boundaries. ....passed

Treasurer’s Report – Jeannie Longhurst reported that as of today the Community Association bank balance is $7258.42 with no outstanding bills.  In response to query, she indicated that the amount that has been raised through sale of house signs is about $195.  Moved acceptance by Sharon Brennan/ seconded by Ralph Moore.  ....passed
Old Business:

Street Lighting – Perusal of the past minutes has shown that indeed this issue was tabled in November of 2006.  Les indicated that he thought that this must go through the RDCK and since it is a tax issue it would not likely succeed.
John Kettle spoke to the issue indicating that although previous attempts to pursue lighting had not been successful, it is possible to pursue this again as six months have passed.

He indicated that there is an alternative process to a referendum to pursue lighting again. This process would require those against the issue present a counter petition with 10% of the voters against the erecting of light standards.

This approach would require a group to drive the request, such as the Community Association.
John indicated that the previous plan was to cost approximately $8 tax/per $100,000 valuation.  As there is now an acceptable environmentally acceptable alternative to traditional street lighting, we need updated information to study.

We requested that John Kettle provide up with updated information for future meetings.

Walk Safe – Merv Sloss reported with background re Walk Safe.  The Erickson Community Association has obtained $5800 from our sponsors the Columbia Basin Trust, Creston Valley Realty, and Terasen Gas for the purpose of public awarenesss and education regarding safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

To date the Director’s have:

· purchased ad space for 6 months in both The Advance and The Fun Pape with Safety tips for pedestrians.  
· ordered a total of 400 reflective vests and 200 arm bands to be given away to local walkers.  We encourage those who do walk to wear them and give them to friends, neighbours etc who are walkers and will use them.  
· created Walk Safe information pamphlets to be distributed throughout the community to increase awareness of pedestrian safety issues.  
· Finally, we have just taken delivery of four reflective “Walk Safe Be Seen” signs each is 18 inches in depth and 8 feet in length and will hang below our “Welcome to Erickson” signage.  We hope that this will make drivers aware of pedestrian traffic and the need to drive with caution.
New Business

Sharon Brennan made a request that the Erickson Community Association find a creative way of connecting with Erickson Elementary School, perhaps via an invitation for a group of children to make a presentation/program to our group.  She has previously contacted the PAC but did not generate much interest.

Brad Rae suggested we meet in the Gazebo when good weather permits.

Speaker – John Kettle

Larry Binks was unable to attend, however John indicated that he has enjoyed working with Larry since his recent election to the RDCK Board finding that they are in agreement on most issues.
John expressed concern over rumours and innuendos spread during the election and requested that anyone with issues or questions feel free to contact him.

John is currently the Vice Chair of the RDCK board of Directors; Chair, Kootenay East District Hospital Board; Chair, Arrowcreek Water Commission; Chair, Creston Valley Community Services Committee.
As requested John provided updates re the following: 

Community Recreation Centre:

The current construction budget has been set at 18.25 million dollars with an additional 2 million dollars of infrastructure funding available for soft costs (architect management etc).  The committee has set this as a maximum budget limiting expenditures to ensure that no larger taxation debt load will be passed on to the taxpayers.  When asked about applying for further Federal monies, John indicated that they have chosen not to pursue this because it requires 30% matching funds which would again increase the tax burden.  Consideration may be given to applying for geo-thermal grants as they do not require matching funding.  

The current project manager is an excellent top-notch individual particularly skilled in this area who is giving freely of his time.
The curling club is near completion and many local contractors are being used with the project. Many of the proposals are coming in under budget and the new walking track and total project is scheduled for completion in early 2010.

The roof still leaks and replacement of the roof was not part of the original design of the project. The estimated costs to replace the roof could run as high as 3-4 million dollars. The Directors and staff are looking at other options to repair the existing roof.
The Community centre will need consistent community usage of the facility for it to remain financially viable.


Fire Protection: 
Erickson currently is being serviced for fire protection by the Town of Creston under contract at approximately $130,000 per year. It is the opinion of the Director that other options may have to be considered to offer fire protection to East and West Arrow Creek and Kitchener. A Regional Fire Service study is being discussed by all Fire Chiefs in Area B, Town of Creston and Area A.

John is hoping to provide an alternate consolidated fire service model to extend services to E&W Arrow Creek and Kitchener to tie in with existing service in Canyon/Lister and Yahk. This is under discussion but no changes to the current model will be made unless a referendum is held. A major problem regardless of the model is the current lack of volunteers for all fire departments.
Water Services:

Erickson obtains its water from the Arrow Creek Water Treatment plant which is owned and operated by the RDCK. We have previously shared costs for water with Creston on a 50/50 basis however for this tax year costs for waters will change to 67% Creston and 33% Erickson based on an engineered consumption model. Creston has approximately 3000 domestic users while Erickson has approximately 500 domestic users not including orchardists. 
The RDCK is continuing to monitor usage to decrease leaks in orchards and main lines.  The $1 million dollar upgrade of the 2 km of main line this last year has resulted in the saving of millions of gallons of treated water.  We need to further upgrade another 6 km of mail line.
John indicated the RDCK is attempting to do away with local Commissions. John feels that this will not leave local users and stakeholders with a voice in decision making. He is recommending if the Arrow Creek Water Commission and the Erickson Water Commission are not continued that he will request a referendum to allow voters the choice of remaining with the RDCK subject to government approval. Les Mawson is the newest member of the Erickson Water Commission.
The water filters are very expensive costing $4 million dollars.  John suggested that we may be able to extend the life of the filters by using them only during periods of high turbidity.  The UV and chlorine treatment should be sufficient to meet health standards for most times.  New government provisions may require that we have back-up for all equipment.  This would be very costly since we currently have no contingency funds available.  John indicated that there is a lack of consistency in the application of health standards.  Our 4-3-2-1-0 requirement is more stringent that being applied to the hospital.  The new water cost sharing rates may give us the latitude to save towards operating reserves for contingencies.
Other:

What is the new city council’s attitude toward the bypass?  They have no interest in pursuing the bypass and have left it up to RDCK.  The Ministry of Transportation estimates that it would cost $30 million and there is not a chance that they are going to undertake the project.
John indicated the new Town Council and Mayor have shown a desire to work closely with the Rural Directors. He believes this will result in more positive things being done for the valley.
Who is responsible for clean-up of Erickson Road?  The City of Creston is responsible for the northern side while the Highways department is responsible for the other side.  John is willing to make a small grant-in-aid available to cover land fill costs etc. for a service group or group of individuals wishing to undertake the roadside clean up.

John indicated that concerns re highways for walk safe, painting, pot hole and other repairs may be dealt with locally.  He has found Steve McNeill, YRB and Cliff Razzo, MOH to be very approachable and suggested that we ask them to attend a community association meeting.

John took a straw vote about time change.  The majority do not want to change from our current MST all year round time.
Next Meeting - March 31, 2009 - 7:00 pm at Erickson School
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