Erickson Community Association
General Meeting – June 2nd, 2009
Meeting was called to order by President Les Mawson at 7:05 pm.

23 members were in attendance

Minutes – The minutes from our previous meeting on March 31st were accepted as circulated and read. 
Treasurer’s Report – Jeannie Longhurst submitted a verbal report that as of today the Community Association bank balance is $6632.52 with no outstanding bills except $20 rental to the school district for our previous meeting.  Question was raised about what portion of the monies in the account are related to Walk Safe.  Jeannie indicated that she did not have the breakdown at this time.  There being no other questions the Treasurer’s report was accepted.
Old Business:

Walk Safe – We have a dwindling supply of safety vests and are awaiting a sale opportunity to purchase more.  We still have 200 arms bands.  If anyone wants these, Jeannie Longhurst has the armbands.  Our safety ads are still appearing in the Creston Valley Advance and the Fun Pape.
House Numbers – There have been no new house number orders placed.

Water Report  - deferred to RDCK Director John Kettle
Erickson History Project – Sharon Brennan reported that plans are underway for a Celebration of Erickson to take place on Jun 29 and 30, 2010 at Erickson School.  She invited anyone interested in being a part of the project to come to the next meeting Wednesday, August 19th at 1:30 pm at the Creston Library. While there are several eager volunteers, Sharon states that someone who is good at event planning is needed to assist with planning the Celebration.  
Jill Hood’s article regarding the Erickson History project was featured on the front page of the Area B Newsletter including old pictures from Erickson.  The web address mentioned in the article for more information is incorrect.  It should be www.rdckareab.ca/erickson.html
The Erickson History Project has received $2500 from the Columbia Basin Trust via the RDCK to assist with obtaining artefacts, documentation etc for the Erickson History Book prototype.

New Business -  The Directors are working on fine-tuning the constitution and plan to bring it forward at the AGM in October for acceptance.
Meeting adjourned

Our next meeting will be our Fall Potluck dinner September 29th, 6:00 pm at the  Erickson School gymnasium.  All are welcome to attend.  Bring food to share and provide your own plates and cutlery.
Guest Speakers: Meeri Durand, RDCK planner, Grace Allen, RDCK By-law Enforcement and John Kettle, Director Area B RDCK

Meeri outlined the various documents that provide regulation for Erickson.

ALR – Agricultural Land Reserve regulations are provincially mandated and RDCK is not responsible for their enforcement.  The RDCK regulations cannot conflict with ALR regulations.

Official Community Plan – The plan for the Creston Valley includes Creston and areas A, B, & C.  Ann OCP is a policy document that outlines general policy guidelines rather than regulation to provide guidance for planning.  The current OCP was adopted in 2002.  There are generally required to be reviewed and updated every 5 – 10 years.  An OCP includes development permit areas, which in this region only applies to industrial regulations.
Regional District Zoning By-Laws – These are the land use regulations necessary to ensure that the goals set out in the OCP will be adhered to.  Not all electoral districts have land use by-laws for zoning and an OCP.

Erickson specific Bylaws – There are only two sets of Bylaws specific to Erickson.  These are the Building Bylaws governing the erection any building more than 107 square feet regardless of what the building is to be used for.  These ensure that a building meets minimum safety standards.  Enforcement of these regulations is done through the local building inspector Darrel Plotnikoff.
The second by is the Unsightly Premises By-Law that outlines the nature of materials that may be kept by an owner on the land premises.

Grace Allen, RDCK By-Law enforcement – is responsible for enforcement of all land use by-laws with the exception of the Building By-law.  She is the persons to contact over concerns and or infraction of the by-laws.

Question arose over why we must be regulated by the provincial government through the ALR re land use instead of having local decision-making especially with regard to subdivision of land.

It was explained that RDCK Planners can assist with exclusion application during the OCP update process.  The province is realizing that in some areas the ALR boundaries were originally crude and may be wrong, requiring re-drawing.  The ALR act is currently being re-examined for flexibility.  Changes to the ALR require approaching the local MLA for assistance as this is a political process.   RDCK planners have no official responsibility for the ALR or input into the decision-making process.
John Kettle indicated that the local Agricultural Society in Erickson is in dialogue with the ALR but requires local support for the changes.  To date there has been little support in existence. He suggested that we invite the local MLA to speak when the OCP next comes up for review – possibly in two years time.  Public meetings re OCP planning will perhaps begin as early as this coming fall.

Question – How do you find out about your zoning?  You can call RDCK office in Nelson or you may use the online mapping available on the RDCK web site that will show all applicable zoning and regulations based upon the address or official legal description of a property.

The current limitations for unlicensed vehicles on a property are 2 for residential and 6 for agricultural land.  The number does not include farm machinery.

Business use within the ALR is only allowed on those lands that were currently being used for that purpose at the time of the original ALR by-law adoption circa 1972.

Complaints re by-law infractions must be submitted in writing, via letter, email or fax, giving all of the pertinent details, the nature of the infraction, the name of the individual and the duration of the infraction.  All complainants will remain confidential unless pending court action requires testimony.  RDCK Directors do not get involved in the enforcement process.

Query re the development and sale of recreational lots on the Moyie River around Yahk – who is responsible for monitoring these?  John indicated that because there is no OCP or by-laws in place, monitoring resided only with the Ministry of the Environment..

John Kettle – Water Report:  $7,000,000 is required to replace the mainline and application has been made to the government for funding.  If this funding is not forthcoming, the taxpayers will have to fund the project.

Local water commissions are going to be dismantled by the Regional District to allow the Regional District to bring all of the water districts policies and planning to become uniform.  It is perceived that local water commissions don’t work because they hesitate to raise rates when necessary and/or do not sufficient operating reserves.
Areas A,B,C and Creston have notified the Regional District that they wish to opt out of The Regional District Water Authority in favour of forming their own local water authority.  There are currently meetings taking place with attorneys on behalf of the areas wishing to opt out.  John will be able to provide updates following meetings with the attorneys.

For the recent election several of the traditional polling stations were changed including the Erickson School being closed to voting.  It was felt that this may have disenfranchised too many people who were confused by the change and/or found the new polling station to be too far away.  John made initial inquiries and received conflicting information about who and why the changes were made.  He wants a letter written to inquire about why the change was made.
Question – Would it help if a compactor was brought into the Area to assist with disposal of unwanted, unsightly furnishings etc on a persons property?  Answer – It is too costly and those who need it do not wish to pay – don’t care.

Have all old by-laws re the Water Commissions been repealed?  – Yes.

There was a request that billing for water should be done locally.

The Guest speakers were thanked for their presentations and the provision of copies of the pertinent regulatory materials.

Our Annual Erickson Community Association Harvest Potluck Dinner will be held on September 29th 6:00 pm at the Erickson Elementary School
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