Erickson Community Association
General Meeting – March 31, 2009

Meeting was called to order by President Les Mawson at 7:05 pm.

27 members were in attendance

The Guest Speakers: Steve MacNeill of YRB and Cliff Razzo of the Ministry of Highways were introduced and each gave a short outline of their responsibilities before taking questions from the floor.

Cliff Razzo, MOH, indicated that he is the Operations Manager for the area extending from Goatfell to the Kootenay Pass and as far as Ymir.  Steve MacNeill, YRB is the Local Area Manager, managing the highways maintenance contract for repairs and brush clearing.

Concerns were raised regarding pedestrian safety at “Checkerboard corner” the intersection of 33rd Ave and Hwy 3.  It was asked whether it would be possible for the Ministry to place flexible reflective delineators or other markers to raise awareness of pedestrian safety at these intersections.  Cliff indicated that he would consult with traffic engineers regarding options for marking.  What might be utilized is the new larger format reflective signage to inform drivers of pedestrian traffic along that corridor.

There was also a request for placement of flashing lights or other reflective markers to be considered for the intersections at 33rd Ave S & Erickson St; 35th Ave N and Beam Rd; 36th Ave N and Beam Rd.   Again, Cliff indicated that he would need to go to the traffic engineer for guidance and okay to erect delineators or markers for dangerous intersections.  The type would likely be a standard issue “frangible” marker that would ensure the safety of a vehicle should it strike the marker.
Questions were raised regarding the marking of highway shoulders with reflective white paint, especially with regard to Erickson St.  It was felt that this would also enhance pedestrian safety and that current marking is inadequate.  It was noted that there are a couple of places near the school on Erickson Street where the shoulder is quite narrow and overgrown with shrubbery making vision for both pedestrians and drivers obscured.

A question was posed regarding weight restrictions being no longer posted on Erickson Street.  Has there been a change in policy?  Cliff indicated that he was unaware that there had ever been weight restrictions placed on Erickson Street, but would check re history of restrictions on Erickson Street. 

Painting and brushing are subcontracted to YRB.  Steve indicated that line marking is assessed yearly to meet a minimum standard of reflectivity.  As well, brushing is done on a regular on-going basis.  Brushing can be done on anything that is on Ministry property.  Overhanging branches that are on private property can be a bit more difficult, but if necessary will also be removed if they present a danger to pedestrians/motorists.  

YRB’s contract sets responsibilities and service requirements very specifically.  Steve invited people to call where there are concerns re maintenance.  He feels that he would rather do preventive maintenance before it becomes a major problem.  There were some in the audience who indicated that maintenance should be upgraded, specifically where roads have suffered due to winter conditions.
Steve further explained some of the difficulties this last winter’s weather presented, especially coordinating snow removal with the city of Creston.  He is hoping to improve this next winter. YRB does not currently use calcium chloride as it is dangerous if not used appropriately.  He may use it sparingly in town next winter.
Cliff was asked what the Ministry’s perspective was of pedestrians using the highways.  He indicated that the Ministry views pedestrians as a part of transportation.  As such, they are given consideration in policy and planning along with motorized vehicles.
He expressed appreciation for the Erickson Community Association’s Walk Safe program.  Brad asked whether we might erect our 4th Erickson sign at the western boundary near the Skimmerhorn Motel.  Cliff indicated that he would follow up and let us know.

The General Business meeting began following the guest speakers.

Minutes –  Sharon Sadler moved/seconded Julie Groot that the minutes from the general meeting of January 27, 2009 be accepted with the correction p. 2 re cost of lighting to $8 tax per $100,000 – passed.

Treasurer’s Report – Jeannie Longhurst submitted a written report that as of today the Community Association bank balance is $6532.52 with no outstanding bills except $20 rental to the school district for our last meeting.  Moved acceptance by Sharon Brennan/ seconded Julie Groot.  ....passed
Old Business:

Walk Safe – We continue to distribute safety vests and arms bands.  If anyone wants these, the vests are available at Creston Valley Realty or through any of the ECA Directors.  Currently, Jeannie Longhurst has the armbands.  Our safety ads are still appearing in the Creston Valley Advance and the Fun Pape.
House Numbers – There have been no new house number orders placed.
Official Dissolution of Erickson Water Users Society – was noted and thanks given to those who had served with the society.  Joe Hoehn stated that he still has the files from the society and does not know what to do with them.  Personal information and duplicates have been removed.  Les will check with the requirements for record keeping with the Societies Act and make arrangements for either safe-guarding them or destroying them.  He may make portions of the material available to the Erickson History Group.

Water Report – Les reported that we can expect about a 5 percent increase in our water fees this year.  The cost increase will provide funding for an emergency contingency fund.

The water main is leaking badly directly above Highway 3.  The Regional District has had an assessment done by the engineering department.  The Engineering department feel that the potential for immediate water failure is low and that repairs should be undertaken as originally scheduled for sometime later this year. 
Erickson History Project – Sharon Brennan reported that she has an enthusiastic group of volunteers working to gather stories, pictures and archived material about the history of Erickson.  The Erickson Community Association has applied for a funding grant of $2000 to assist with their efforts to obtain, catalogue and produce a book.  She invited anyone interested in being a part of the project to come to the next meeting Wednesday, April 8 1:30 pm at the Creston Library.  Sharon further indicated that the group will plan a Celebration and Reunion event to take place at the end of June 2010. Volunteer Jill Hood has written an article and submitted it to the Creston Valley Advance for publication in the coming issue.
New Business

Dog Clean Up – The directors have received a complaint from some Erickson residents regarding dog owners who do not clean up after their dogs.  Les indicated that since we have no dog bylaw or local bylaw officer, it is difficult to address this issue.  Others in the audience expressed concerns regarding dogs running loose as well.  Suggestions for dealing with the situation included, writing letters to the Editor for the Creston Valley Advance, and posting signs reminding dog owner to pick up after their dogs.  
It was suggested that perhaps we should invite the Bylaw Officer in Nelson to attend a future General Meeting.

Meeting adjourned

Our next meeting will be Tuesday Jun 2nd -  7 pm Erickson School
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