ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

APRIL 8,  2008  At  the Erickson Elementary School Library
PRESENT:  Estimated that 28 citizens of the Erickson community were in attendance; 
Guest Speaker:  Jim Smith  for Creston Valley Forest Corporation (CVFC).
CHAIRPERSON  Merv Sloss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Moved and seconded to adopt minutes of meeting January 29, 2008 as amended with the following errors and omissions as stated in a letter to the Erickson Community Association from Wendy Sommerfeld:
“Page 2 Sub-title:  Canada Post

Error:  Reference to my having made statements ‘regarding site mail boxes and signing the petition with a note to that effect’ was made by Caryle Schroeder not me.

Omission:  Carolyn Dolanz, Bev and I approached Merv Sloss and Sharon Sadler at the end of the November 2007 General Meeting of the E.C.A. requesting the Association write a letter to Canada Post on behalf of some of the Erickson residents.  We clearly stated that we, as well as the majority of Erickson Post Office Box holders wanted to retain our current mode of delivery and not have group site boxes that you suggested at that time.  The E.C.A. Directors then chose to strongly encourage Canada Post Corp to convert our present delivery system to rural site boxes against our request.

There is no record of text in the said minutes regarding the comments and questions that I put to Acting Chairman, Brad Rae as to why the E.C.A. Board would disregard our request to retain the Erickson Post Office but in a more acceptable location and instead petitioned Canada Post Corp to “immediately install site boxes in and around Erickson.”  I questioned why would the Board ask CPC to implement the exact opposite of what we had asked? An answer to my question was never given.

We solicited your help in good faith that our request would be honoured.”
EMERGENCY SERVICES HOUSE NUMBERING: 
Jeannie reported that approximately 155 signs have been sold to date to a number of different localities, including Kootenay Lake, Canyon, Lister, and even Quesnel.  Also a request was received from a Langley resident for a sign.  Draw for the safety vest was won by Cam Christianson.
WALK SAFE PROPOSAL:  

Sharon Sadler presented details on the progress of the application to date.  These are attached to and form a part of these minutes.*  Elvin Masuch added that he gave a presentation to the Rotary Club on March 26.
BC 150 YEAR CELEBRATION:
Elaine Keeling and Sharon Brennan advised that they would work together to coordinate a small booth to represent Erickson at this event.  The members present support the ECA sponsorship of this project, although there were no volunteers able to help.  Elaine will be away for several weeks, but Sharon will take phone calls from participants at 428-2023.

Also, a letter was received from the BC 150 Year Celebration committee asking for a history and historic photos from each community to be published in a Commemorative Magazine.  Submissions must be received by April 25, 2008.
CANADA POST:
A letter dated February 27, 2008 was received from Canada Post in response to ECA’s letter of January 10.  Les Mawson stated that the Antique Trailer Park has formed a group to lobby for site boxes and understands they are getting the boxes shortly.  This seems to be in conflict with the information in our letter and the executive will discuss the issue further at their next meeting on May 6.
ERICKSON BOUNDARIES IN AREA B AND AREA C

 The ECA directors have expressed concern that the portion of Erickson which is in Area C must be considered when grant monies are given out by Area C.  Joe Hoehn has invited Area C Director Tom Mann to attend our next meeting on May 27.
WATER NEWS:  

Director Kettle and other Erickson Water Distribution Commission board members were not in attendance at this point in the meeting, although Alternate Director Tom Wells responded. Sharon Sadler advised that she attended the EWDC meeting in March and was able to report good news:  the mainline project was completed on time and under budget.  The R.D.C.K. will be sending out a water information bulletin to all Erickson water users later this month.
Trudy Bibok noted that her water has a chlorine smell and that it tested at 0.8 but should be 0.2.  Sharon will be bringing this matter to the next EWDC meeting.
OTHER:
Area B Director John Kettle arrived at 7:30 p.m. and confirmed the water news. 
Chairman Sloss announced a short break for coffee and reminded the group about the Responsible Lighting presentation by Arnor Larson on April 16 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rec Center.

GUEST SPEAKERS - JIM SMITH for CVFC
Merv Sloss introduced Jim Smith.  Jim’s slideshow presentation was both interesting and informative.   In summary, proper management of our watershed is our best protection for it.  The CVFC’s management strategy is preferable to Ministry of Forest practices.  Protection, not profit is the purpose of the CVFC.
Elvin Masuch reaffirmed his opposition to conventional logging above the water intake because of the potential for soil erosion.
Ralph Moore advised that the roads allow locals to fight fires in our watershed immediately, where Forest Services may leave a fire burning for an extended period before attending to it.

Merv Sloss again reminded the members of the presentation on lighting on April 16.  Moved to adjourn at 9:35 p.m.
Jim Smith treated those who stayed to a delightful 15 minute slideshow presentation of spectacular scenic views of our valley and mountains.

The next meeting will be held  May 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Erickson School Library.
*Walk Safe Program

The RDCK is partnering with the The Columbia Basin Trust's to administer $803,417 in grants to distribute to communities in Area's A - K for 2008.  The funding is intended to foster activities that each community deems important and to fund projects supported by the community that might otherwise not have been undertaken. 

It all began with Erickson Community Association's concerns about safety along the roads in and highway through Erickson.   In an effort to do something constructive and positive about these, the ECA has submitted to the RDCK a proposal application for a Walk Safe Program with a total budget of $15,000.  It is intended to raise awareness throughout the entire Creston Valley from Riondel to Yahk, and it will be patterned along the lines of the City of Kamloops' Safer Cities program, which features education, engineering and enforcement.  The goal is to partner with other community groups such as Community Strides, Schools, RCMP, COPS, ICBC, MOT, walking club, and many others, in order to raise awareness (for both drivers and pedestrians) of road safety issues related to walking, jogging, cycling and other vehicles such as scooters.   

The project mandate includes giving out high-visibility, reflective materials, including vests, and buttons, and working with the Town and Regional District to address lighting, sidewalk, highways and rural hazard safety issues for walkers and cyclists.   Plans include advertising, pamphlets, signs, promotions, website, newspaper articles and more.  We hope to get sufficient funding to allow us to hire a person to commit an average 4 hours a week to carry out the work over the next year.

Each RDCK area has been allotted a portion of the $803,417 funds to give out for these proposals.  We have asked Area A and Area C for $1000 each and Area B and Town of Creston for $4000 each.  We have also asked The Creston-Kootenay Foundation for $1500 and have been pledged $500 from Creston Realty.  These funds are included within the $15,000 budget.  It is hoped that the remainder of the funds will be provided through "in-kind" activities donated by and through the partnering with others. 

Public meetings are to be held in each of the Areas so that applicants will have an opportunity to speak on behalf of their proposals.   Area A meeting will be April 23 at  7:00 pm at the Boswell Hall.  Area B meeting will be April 29, at 7:00 p.m. at the Doukhobor Hall, 3411 Erickson Road, Erickson.  Area C meeting will be updated on the RDCK website when the date is known.  Public is invited to attend all these meetings. 

As an example of working with other groups, we have purchased 100 lighted buttons to be included with gift paks to be given to the first 100 people to pledge to walk for the museum.  Walkers will start to register at the Rec Centre on April 14.

If this program is successfully carried out, it will serve as a pilot project for a permanent budget item for either or both The Town of Creston and The Regional District, as several other cities in B.C. have now done with Safer City programs.

The Community of Erickson is showing leadership and vision in undertaking both the house numbering sign project and the walk safe program, and I think that we can all be proud of our community and our association.  Erickson people, keep up the good work!
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