ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

OCTOBER 28, 2008  At the Erickson Elementary School Library
Convened following the adjournment of the AGM.
Outgoing CHAIRPERSON  Merv Sloss requested approval for himself to chair the meeting and it was so moved by Jeannie Longhurst and seconded by Elvin Masuch.
Moved and Seconded to adopt minutes of meeting May 27, 2008.

NEW IDEAS & SUGGESTIONS:

Q:  Would it be possible to have a dog by-law?

Director Kettle responded that it was expensive and unenforceable.  It requires a special service area.  As the Bylaw Officer quit after a short tenure, the RDCK currently works with the RCMP on these matters.  There has not been enough pressure on the APC to do this, but he encouraged the matter to be addressed publicly through the Erickson Community Association and he would get the numbers if so asked.
Q:  What has the Erickson Community Association accomplished to date?

Merv Sloss responded that the House numbering sign project has been the most important project to date.  Also, the Walk Safe project which will be addressed later during this meeting, and the Dark Sky lighting presentation by Arnor Larson earlier this year.
Q:  Would like to see the Erickson Community Association undertake the reduction of deer.
Director Kettle suggested teaming up with the Rod & Gun club to get quotas changed.

PRIZE DRAW FOR HOUSE NUMBER SIGN PURCHASERS:

Jeannie Longhurst advised that two safety vests were to be awarded.  Tony Hetman drew two names from the jar:  Dean Wong and Laurie McKeowan.

ERICKSON HISTORY PROJECT:
Sharon Brennan had asked that her request of September 9, 2008 to the Directors’ meeting be submitted to the membership at the next general meeting.  She hopes to publish a book about the history of Erickson and suggests that Erickson host a Homecoming Event in 2010, either in conjunction with Canyon’s celebration or separately.  She would like to know the feeling of the Erickson Community Association about sponsoring such an event.
There were several favorable comments, in favor of such an event.  It might be better to cooperate with Canyon because of the crossover of families between the areas.  This will require further discussion by the board and a committee to be formed.
WATER:
Director Kettle announced that Area C is providing $40,000 and Area B is providing $200,000 to the Erickson Water Distribution System in an effort to get the system into better shape.  Laterals in piping need upgrades to achieve better pressure for fire protection.  This is gas tax money so users are not being taxed for it.  The work that was just completed on the main has stopped one million gallons per day in leakage; in addition results are getting better with the conservation program.
Director Mann advised that traditional split of costs with the Town of Creston was 50/50.  A resolution has been passed to update a difficult-to- understand bylaw.  Based on two studies where Erickson uses considerably less than 50%.  The Town is trying to delay this change.

Fees could be either assessment or parcel based and are expected to come out at Town being charged 60-80% and Erickson 20-30%.

Q:  Will our water bill go down?

Director Kettle advised unfortunately no, that reserves had been depleted in order to fix the main and must now be built back up.

Q:  What did the Town of Creston contribute? (SS note:  this did not appear to be answered)
Director Mann explained the goal of putting meters on the laterals and main to give solid usage figures which will enable us to obtain more infrastructure funding from the province to help find the leaks.

Q:  Can Creston take control of our water?

Director Kettle stated “no”.  We are independent and separate from the Town of Creston.

Q:  Could irrigation water be separate from the rest of the system?

Director Kettle advised that there is no economy of scale with that and that orchards are doing drip systems.  He will be talking to the Premier this week to request funds to fix the lines and build a balancing reservoir and covered storage.  (Canada Works Grant for lateral upgrades and conservation program).

Q:  Should spend money on the main not the laterals as they have been mostly all replaced.
Director Mann advised that there is a specific set of criteria which must be met and that the money was being spent on meters on the laterals.

WALK SAFE PROJECT:

Merv Sloss explained the project and the board’s need for direction on how it should be carried out.  The original budget for $15,000 called for hiring of a coordinator, but the Erickson Community Association (ECA) received only $5,500 ($6,500 if they partner with the Regional District).

The executive of the board felt that payment of 2/3 of the existing funds to a coordinator was an improper allocation.  He put the question to the members present:

Who should coordinate the project?  Proposed Coordinator Tia Harceg at the Rec Center at a cost of $20/hour, or should the ECA hire someone to do it ourselves?

Discussion centered around the need for education, raising awareness, providing bicycle riders and walkers with reflectors, media ads, signage, better lighting, speeders.
Directors Kettle and Mann cautioned care if partnering with the Regional District as Columbia Basin Trust might perceive this as being a service already being paid for by taxpayers.
Sharon responded that this kind of partnering has been done many times in the past with CBT grant funding, for example, Community Strides.

Chair Sloss called for a committee to be formed to carry out the project and asked volunteers to leave their names.  

Two names were received.

Moved to Adjourn at 8:30 p.m.

Next Meeting:  November 25, 2008 at the Erickson Elementary School.
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