ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

APRIL 24, 2007  At  the Erickson Elementary School
PRESENT:  Estimated that 35 citizens of the Erickson community were in attendance.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Harold Kindopp – On Site Sewerage System Inspection

GUEST:  Area B Director John Kettle

Coffee and Cake donated by Les & Jackie Mawson was served

CALL TO ORDER:  7:10 p.m.

MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH, 2007:  Adoption moved by Ralph Moore, seconded by Reg Longhurst
HOUSEKEEPING DETAILS:  Chairman Merv Sloss passed around the list for new members to sign, and eight new names were added.
EMERGENCY SERVICES HOUSE NUMBERING
Brad Rae explained how his model of signs along the highway demonstrates the effect of passive lighting.  He prepared an information brochure and description of Traffic Safety Gear prizes to be offered in three separate draws for those who purchase the signs before the following dates:  May13th (Mother’s Day), June 17th (Father’s Day) and Sept. 3rd (Labour Day.  Jeannie Longhurst distributed the signs that have already been ordered, and took further orders.  Cost is $25 including taxes each.  A set of guidelines is being issued with each sign.  The goal is to enable emergency services personnel, should the need arise, to be able to locate every single residence in Erickson through the easy and uniform visibility afforded by these highly reflective numbering signs.
AREA B BULLETIN
Signe Miller advised via email that the next issue will be out in the second week in May and will feature an article on the house numbering project.  Sharon Sadler contacted Penny AP Anderson and had The ECA added to the organization page on the website at www.rdckareab.com/index.html.  Each organization can put whatever it wants on the website.  If anyone has submissions for the Area B Bulletin, please contact Les Mawson.

HAROLD KINDOPP
Harold handed out information on septic tanks and water conservation.  He described how a typical septic tank operates, with 20% of the activity in the tank and 80% in the field.  A single chamber tank is the norm and the effluent trickles downward through the soil and is decomposed by micro-organisms.
New regulations in 2005  call for all sewage to be treated on site before it leaves the property, and the industry was privatized.  The B.C. Onsite Sewage Association approached Health and privatized.  Courses are offered at Royal Roads University in Victoria.  The ASTBC is the registering body of those who take courses in the Onsite Waste Water Registration Programs.  Harold’s designation is a Registered Onsite Wastewater Practitioner, and there are several designations under these programs.
Recently the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation proposed that septic systems must be inspected before mortgages will be insured, although it is not yet law.  The first district in Canada where the government took over servicing septic systems because owners were not deemed to be looking after them properly was in the Province of Quebec.  Charges were put on their tax bills.  People need to be educated.
Harold answered members’ questions.

Q:  What changes are needed?

A:  May need more pre-treatment; may have to import soil.
Q:  Is a composting toilet the right thing to do?

A:  Am not knowledgeable about that.

Q:  If only grey water left, is that ok?

A:  It must still be treated.

Q:  How often does the septic tank need to be pumped?

A:  Depends on size of tank and number of people in the home – a 500 gal tank and 2 people should pump out every third year.
Q:  Can a person do his own septic system himself?

A:  No  - you would have to contact a ROWP or an engineer to discuss. 

Q:  Can plumbers do it?

A:  No.  Plumbers are not involved, need to be educated.

Harold stated that we are not aware of the amount of water that we consume.  He handed out a questionnaire and a dye tablet to determine whether a toilet is leaking.   The reason being that excess water stops the septic field from working and drowns the microorganisms.  Do not leave sprinklers going and don’t do all the laundry on the same day.  Be watchful of how much water you put into the system.

Q:  Should a person use Septonic?  A:  Save your dollars!  The bacteria needed are already in the eliminated waste.
Q:  Would a tank used only occasionally need Septonic?  A:  No.  Never use additives in your septic tank.  It breaks the scum layer apart and is not beneficial.  Regarding those telephone calls about septic tanks, they are coming from the U.S. DO NOT BUY THE PRODUCT!

Q:  Do the new regulations require the same plan for all?
A:  No – each site has to be evaluated by a ROWP or a professional engineer who will do tests to outline a workable system.  An Onsite Sewage Treatment Plant is one alternative.  It allows for 95-97% of the treatment to take place in the plant before the effluent hits the ground.  Constructive Wetlands is another.
Q:  Why are we hearing such high prices in the range of $8000 - $40000 for these?

A:  It depends on the size of  the home and the amount of sewage.  One On Site Sewage Treatment Plant being marketed has a trash chamber to catch debris that can’t break down.  It pumps air into the sewage with a 1/3 HP air pump in the second chamber where organisms work, then to a pressurized field.  Would cost about $5000 for a 3 bedroom home.

Q:  How many feet of tile is needed?  A:  Depends on the soil

Q:  Is it expensive because the installer takes ownership?  A:  Yes

Q:  Is it to cover a maintenance fee?  Will everyone on the old system have to replace them?

A:  Yes, they all have a definite lifespan.

Director Kettle advised that the Province is looking at the regulations.  They are meeting with the Premier this week and will ask that private people be allowed to do it unimpeded.
Q:  There is a need to recycle water.  A trickle tank has a gradual flow and a flush tank saturates the ground.  

A:  There are new systems that are on a timer and put through smaller amounts.

Q:  How can I determine the size of my tank?  A:  Public Health will know, will charge $25.

Q:  Why do we need an engineer if we already have a tank?

A:  Only if it fails 

COMMUNITY STRIDES

Sharon Sadler explained that this is a challenge to fitness for individuals, groups, municipalities, etc., by walking, swimming, cycling.  Would the ECA like to challenge other community associations?  Let her know.  If you want to join Community Strides call the Rec Centre at 428-7127.   You get a package and for $5 a pedometer.  You go online to record your steps.
OTHER:

Director Kettle announced that Lorraine Wrigglesworth has been appointed the Area Planning Commission representative from Erickson.  We will get our $2,000 CBT funds for the house numbering program in June.  There is a new winery opening and a cheese factory in Canyon.  

Trying to get regulations changed regarding septic tanks.   Interior Health regulations in water and sewage are costing us a fortune.

Merv Sloss publicly thanked Les Mawson for the refreshments.  He asked whether anyone would want to bring some for the next meeting.  Les will bring the coffee, and Julie Groot volunteered to bring cookies.

It was also determined that the meetings are to be the LAST Tuesday of the month, and not the FOURTH Tuesday.  By show of hands, it was decided that there will be no meeting in June, and the May meeting will be the last one until September.

Moved to adjourn Ralph Moore and Tony Hetman..

The next meeting will be held May 29, 2007 at  7:00 p.m. in the Erickson School.
