ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

MAY 27, 2008  At the Erickson Elementary School Library
PRESENT:  Estimated that 40 citizens of the Erickson community were in attendance; 
Guest Speaker:  Arnold Deboon, Conservation Officer.
CHAIRPERSON  Merv Sloss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Moved and Seconded to adopt minutes of meeting April 8, 2008.

GUEST SPEAKER:  Merv introduced Arnold Deboon.  Mr.  Deboon addressed various aspects concerning wildlife problems in the Erickson area.  He advised that the Wildlife Branch should provide solutions to the problems.  In the past there was a committee set up for this purpose.  At that time it was decided that orchard fences were the best solution.  The committee has recently been revived and is chaired by Corky Evans.
The only real solution is to encourage people to hunt.  Quotas have increased and limited entry to the January 15 with short seasons.  Studies show deer summer up the Goat River and migrate to lower levels in winter.  The wolf population is increasing and this makes deer stay closer in.  Besides fencing, property owners can try deer repellent (there is a homemade repellent recipe), but nothing is all that effective.
Questions for Mr. Deboon included:

Q:  Why is the limited draw so late?

A:  It is spread from September 1 - January 15 to sustain the pressure on the deer population.

Q:  Just limited?  A:  Yes, but open to archery til end of December; mid-Jan - elk.

Q:  Years ago the government sponsored feeding stations and rifle season was left open.

A:  Feeding is no longer encouraged because it concentrates the animals and increases the risk of disease.  The Rod & Gun group does feed when natural food is low, but they spread it out.
Q:  Application for Limited Entry deadline?  A:  June 13.

Q:  What about permits for orchardists to shoot invading deer?  

A:  This is no longer possible as there are more houses and safety is a concern.

Q:  Wondering about dog being trapped?

A:  Conservation Officer does not trap dogs.  There is a program to control predators, including trapping of wolves.  It is not very successful and dogs were caught unintentionally.

Q:  How to get fenced orchards to close their gates?
A:  It is an ethical problem, but cannot be legislated.

Q:  Is there any thought of hiring full time personnel to deal with this problem?

A:  It is being considered, but funding is an issue.  Looking at position of “Hunt Coordinator”, a contact person who would be a source of information between landowners and hunters.  It has had positive results elsewhere.

Q:  Does Limited Entry mean all of B.C.?  A:  Yes, all residents of B.C.

Q:  Are raccoons a problem?  A:  Yes, but we have had no known problems here with rabies in either raccoons or bats.
Q:  Has anyone tried to do tunneling through Erickson in places where animals have been hit the most?  A:  Not successfully.  The only solution is to increase hunting.

Q:  Road kills are expensive, should be open season until end of June with guns and bow/arrows.

A:  Unfortunately the highway area greens up first and becomes a feeding area.  There are now fewer hunters and they can’t keep up with the deer population.  Harsh winters kill more deer.

Q:  In some areas, insurance companies are not making payouts any more for this.  The message is to slow down.

A:  It helps to be familiar with the road and have good lights.

Q:  Did those reflectors work?  A:  Arguable--less roadkills but it doesn’t prevent them.  Probably somewhat successful because there were fewer moose and elk killed.
Q:  Lights on new cars - a tunnel of light that doesn’t enable seeing the deer until it is too late.

A:  Get aftermarket lights

Q:  Do you collect data on collisions?  A:  No, ICBC does  Q:  Information related to weather?  A:  Mild winters, less of a deer problem and fewer collisions.

Q:  Are white deer common?  A:  No.  They are not protected.

Q:  What about cull cherries (and other fruits) that attract bears?  A:  A remove order can be filed and if they don’t comply, offenders can be taken to court.
Merv Sloss thanked Mr. Deboon.

EMERGENCY SERVICES HOUSE NUMBERING: 
Jeannie Longhurst reported that approximately 168 signs have been sold to date to a number of different localities, including Kootenay Lake, Canyon, Lister, and even Quesnel.  However, we have about 800 residences in Erickson, so we have a way to go yet.  Approximately nine signs were ordered when Jeannie and Sharon canvassed Beam Road.  Draw for the safety vest was won by Ray Stewart.  Question whether he was eligible, having moved away.   A show of hands was in favor of awarding the prize to him.
WALK SAFE PROPOSAL:  

Sharon Sadler reported that the application to Columbia Basin Trust Community Initiatives funding program netted the project $4,000 from Area B and $1,000 from the Town of Creston; $4,000 had been requested from each.  Areas A and C had been asked for $1000 each but granted nothing.  In addition, Creston Valley Realty pledged $500 and Kootenay Employment Services are donating $1,500 in-kind.  We have not yet heard whether our application for $1,500 to Creston-Kootenay Foundation will provide any funding.

It will be necessary to re-plan the project if funds for the budgeted $15,000 are not raised.  The plan was for the work to be assigned to a part-time worker.  Otherwise, volunteers may be needed.

One suggestion was to approach other Realtors to match Creston Valley’s pledge.

BC 150 YEAR CELEBRATION:
Sharon Brennan advised that this will be held June 20 and 21, and that the Erickson sign (as posted on local roadsides) will be used.  She and Elaine Keeling have requested a display booth to be located inside the Rec Centre.   A video by Jim Smith will be playing.  A request is going out to businesses in Erickson to offer something to display in the Erickson booth.  Also, an Erickson history is being compiled and questions are being circulated to old timers.  Funds will be needed for the booth, and ideas are also needed.  Call Sharon at 428-2023.  Elaine will be able to take calls after June 3 at 428-7329.

ERICKSON BOUNDARIES IN AREA B AND AREA C

Tom Mann explained that as Erickson is unincorporated, there is no defined area, but it falls within both Area B and C.  Joe Hoehn asked if it would be possible to get the proportion of Erickson that is included in Area C.  Tom advised that the assessment base is not along those lines, and that this is not a priority of the Regional District.  Joe pointed out that the Erickson Community Association should get some of the funds that are granted to Area C.  
Tom advised that the Columbia Basin Trust monies granted to Area C are voted on, with projects being rated.  This is done at a community meeting which applicants can and are encouraged to attend.
The boundary became an issue when Erickson Community Association was asked to send a representative to the newly formed Area B Tourism, Economic Development and Communications Society.   Area C has its own budget for these, so would not be able to work together in a group which included a larger area (ie Area B, C and Town of Creston).  There are approximately 1300 people in Area C and 5000 in Area B, so it is not feasible to take Erickson residents from Area C and put all of Erickson into Area B.  There are also geographical and agricultural considerations that create a natural boundary between the two areas.
The Goat River Association includes people from both Area B and Area C.  They will discuss at their next meeting whether they are part of Erickson.

Merv thanked Tom Mann for attending and responding to the questions.

LIGHTING:
Alternate Area B Director Tom Wells advised that Director Kettle is away but will respond to the ECA Directors’ request to replace the cemetery light with a dark sky light when he returns.

TOURS OF ARROW CREEK WATER TREATMENT PLANT:
A majority of members present wish to tour the plant.  A sign-up sheet was passed around and Elvin Masuch will contact Lon Main to organize the tours.  About 29 names were received.  It was decided not to offer tours to other than those present, but to have a video of the tour made and use this for presentations in future.
SOCIAL EVENT:
Carried by a majority show of hands to have another Harvest Potluck Social at 6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday in September, 2008. (September 23).  Discussion about “Food Safe”.  Information about it can be found on the internet.
Moved to Adjourn at 9:05 p.m.
Next Meeting:  Harvest Potluck on September 23, 2008 at the Erickson School.
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