ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

MAY 29, 2007  At  the Erickson Elementary School
PRESENT:  Estimated that 35 citizens of the Erickson community were in attendance.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Cpl. Rob Knapton of the Creston R.C.M.P. – On Neighborhood Meth Labs, Grow Ops and Local Policing Concerns
GUEST:  Area B Director John Kettle

Coffee and Cookies were served.
CALL TO ORDER:  7:10 p.m.

MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 24, 2007:  Adoption moved and seconded.
EMERGENCY SERVICES HOUSE NUMBERING
Jeannie Longhurst reports that 53 signs have been sold, and orders for a further 14 have been received.  We need to order in quantities of 24 to receive the discount pricing.  She again requested the help of the community in getting residents to encourage neighbors to purchase their signs.  Brad Rae noted that signs are beginning to be installed and visible, particularly along 33rd Street .  The goal is to have every property in Erickson identifiable with these signs, with the majority being accomplished by the end of 2007.  Traffic Safety Gear prizes will be offered in two more separate draws for those who purchase the signs before the following dates:  June 17th (Father’s Day) and Sept. 3rd (Labour Day.    Signs are $25 including taxes each and a set of guidelines is being issued with each sign.  The goal is to enable emergency services personnel, should the need arise, to be able to locate every single residence in Erickson through the easy and uniform visibility afforded by these highly reflective numbering signs.
A display ad for the signs was published in the Fun Pap on May 15.
The Mother’s Day draw for two safety vest prizes were won by Lawrence Ward and Sharon Sadler.  
AREA B BULLETIN
Chairman Merv  Sloss advised that  he received his copy of the May issue.  A show of hands indicated that everyone has received it.  Les Mawson advises that the next issue will be published in October  If anyone has submissions for the Area B Bulletin, please contact Les Mawson.  Organizations and individuals may submit items of community interest and information through the webmaster for inclusion on the appropriate page at the  www.rdckareab.com website.
GUEST SPEAKER:  CORPORAL ROB KNAPTON, R.C.M.P.
Cpl.  Knapton  adopted a question and answer format for his presentation.

Q:  What should one look for regarding meth labs and marijuana grow ops?

A:  While there is not a problem with meth labs in this area, they are dangerous.  Keep an eye on neighbors, get to know them, get to know new neighbors, make community contacts.
With meth labs, one might look for large quantities of  pails (e.g. 5 gallon)  of industrial strength solvents, phosphorus (in the form of matches), cold medication in large quantities, and a smell coming from the building.

With grow ops, look for empty 5 gallon flower pots in quantities, e.g. 30 – 40, large amounts of dirt dumped outside, boarded up windows, condensation on windows, yards and gardens not cared for.  They are mostly in rental properties.

RCMP is asking town to incorporate rental contracts which include regular inspection.  This is a deterrent as the crop takes about three months to grow.

Q:  What if a person suspects a drug operation?

A:  What causes the suspicion?

Q:  Windows covered, backyard not tended, odor like soap powder

A:  Grow Ops smell like skunk cabbage, and there are usually bright lights.  If you suspect one, call the detachment and you will be asked to give the information you have and fill out a form.  It is not easy to investigate, as we need an okay by a judge.
They are a community problem, affecting all, with potential for harm.  It  needs people’s involvement to solve.  If there is substantiated information, such as seeing or smelling something, it is better than nothing.  Informants can be kept anonymous to protect them from risk.  RCMP don’t routinely drive around looking for drug houses.
Q:  Do they do aerial surveys for  marijuana  growing?

A:  Yes, every summer when the plants are in season, from up the lake to Yahk, have found large amounts of marijuana growing, but it is a labor intensive operation as requires hiking into the areas.

Q:  Can they detect it with infrared?  A:  No – is detectable by color, and more effective with a helicopter

Q:  What about drug houses where they sell drugs from homes?

A:  Need information to get a search warrant.  Look for lots of traffic with short stays, need information to get search warrant, so take down license plate numbers, so can develop grounds for search warrant.

They use a lot of power.  A normal home uses 1000-1500 kwh/month, one bulb uses 1000 kwh by itself, and an average grow op would use about ten bulbs.  Smell is all that is needed for a search warrant.

Q:  Does Fortis report suspected usage?

A:  A municipality can pass a bylaw to get this kind of report.  It is geared to public safety.

Q:  Why do they have to give 24 hours notice, as they will leave?

A:  Public safety.  They will shut off water and electricity.  Most of these buildings don’t conform to code and work orders will be issued for work on the houses.  It inconveniences the people so they won’t establish grow ops in those communities.

Q:  Why is nothing done in court when they are caught?

A:  It is the judiciary who makes the decisions.  There is a Courtwatch System where people go and sit in the courtroom.  The judges won’t pass lenient sentences if they see the public there watching.

Q:  Unrelated question regarding “N” Drivers (in the graduated driver license program) with poor judgment—what can we do?

A:  If they are violating the act, call the RCMP and be willing to go to court.  The registered owner gets the ticket unless the driver can be identified.

Q:  If trucks and commercial vehicles cause problems to people, you can take down their name and call the company that owns the truck.

A:  With the NSC Number, their license can be revoked.  Can also call the RCMP.
Q:  Has the drug problem increased in the last four years?

A:  Doesn’t seem to be any major change in drug complaints.  Be in contact with your neighbors, introduce, get to know new neighbors—once identified, it is harder for drug activities to be set up.  Similar to the idea in retail stores where customers are greeted and know that someone is aware of them.
Q:  What recourse is there for jake brake usage in our neighborhood?

A:  Is there a bylaw?  Director Kettle answered, “no”.

Q:  There are signs on 40th Avenue, and it is in the Motor Vehicle Act.

A:  Need statute (legislation) to be able to act on this.

Q:  There is a sign by Sunkee Farms regarding loud and unnecessary noise being prohibited.

A:  There is a section that deals with that, believe around a $86 fine.

Q:  The corner here by the school is bad – what can be done about it?

A:  Report to RCMP, make a statement, be willing to go to court – same as with the other problems.

Q:  What about making video tapes?  A:  Help to identify, but are not accepted in court.

Q:  Numerous people are bothered…A:  That’s why we need the residents to help.

Q:  Community problem needs community help.

A:  The police have a huge area and no time to sit here (3 Highway Patrol), so do need community’s help.

Q:  What’s the difference between the signs for tickets, eg. Stop sign, and the noise sign?

A:  The latter is vague—it is hard to establish what is “loud” and “unnecessary”.  Hard to prove, need involvement from the community.

Q:  It’s a waste of time to complain.

A:  Will have a look at the sign and the Motor Vehicle Act.

COMMUNITY STRIDES

Sharon Sadler explained that this is a challenge to raise fitness awareness for individuals, groups, municipalities, etc., by walking, swimming, cycling.  The ECA could challenge other community associations.  Creston has challenged Nelson, so we can beat them! If you want to join Community Strides call the Rec Centre at 428-7127 and get a password.  For $5 you can also get a pedometer.  Then you can go to the website at www.communitystrides.ca to read what’s happening and record your steps or strides each day.
HISTORY

Sharon Brennan described some of the history of Erickson  projects and the need for interested people--for example, the history of the Erickson School, HiWay Cabins, the Mormon Church.    It is possible to go through the archives at the museum.  We also need a history on the name of Erickson.  If you are new and want to help, phone Sharon at 428-2023.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Les Mawson announced the Harvest Potluck to be held the last Tuesday in September at the Erickson School at 6:00 p.m.…get all your neighbors to bring food in celebration of the Harvest.  It will be held outdoors if the weather is good.  
OTHER
Jeannie asked John Kettle whether there had been any notification regarding our application to the Columbia Basin Trust for water conservation program funds.  He has not heard anything.

Chairman Sloss asked whether there were any ideas for guest speakers at future meetings.  There was no response to this question.

Director Kettle thanked Sharon Brennan for her help.  He will try to get information on environmental lighting from Fortis, and is hoping to get Arnor Larson to speak to Regional District staff.    Perhaps the ECA and Town of Creston and public could all participate in hearing him speak.
He also advised that the RDCK Tourism and Economic Development and Communication Society has developed signs and slogans for the communities in Area B.  There will be signs erected on Highway 21 and Erickson Street by the brewery.  Penny ap Anderson is going to give us a copy of the photo of the Erickson sign.
Chairman Merv Sloss read an announcement requesting public attendance at a Columbia Basin Trust meeting on June 5, 2007 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m at the Rec Center.

He then publicly thanked Julie Groot for sending cookies to the meetings.

Moved and seconded to adjourn at 8:40.
The next meeting will be held September 25, 2007 at  6:00 p.m. in the Erickson School in conjunction with the Harvest Potluck.
