ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

NOVEMBER 27,  2007  At  the Erickson Elementary School Library
PRESENT:  Estimated that 28 citizens of the Erickson community were in attendance; 
Guest Speaker Jim Reid; RDCK Area B Director John Kettle; RDCK Area B TEDC Society members:   Penny AP Anderson, KC Dyer, Michael Farnsworth
Coffee donated by Les & Jackie Mawson, and cookies donated by Julie Groot were served.
CALL TO ORDER:  7:05 p.m.

MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 30,  2007:   Query from the floor whether the resolutions to send two letters had been carried out and whether responses were received.  Sharon Sadler responded that the letters had been sent and that no reply had been received to the letter that was sent to the Erickson Water Distribution Commission.  A reply was received from a secretary at the RDCK regarding water conservation funding from the Columbia Basin Trust, but the answer was not yet resolved.  Adoption moved by Les Mawson, seconded by Elvin Masuch
NEW EXECUTIVE:  Chairman Sloss introduced the 2007-2008 executive for the ECA:  Merv Sloss, Chair; Sharon Sadler, Secretary; Directors:  Les Mawson, David White, Jim Posynick, Elvin Masuch.  Late arrival:  Brad Rae, Vice Chair; Absent:  Jeannie Longhurst, Treasurer; Director Ralph Moore.
EMERGENCY SERVICES HOUSE NUMBERING:    An agenda item; however Brad and Jeannie were both absent.  Sharon Sadler reported that the signs continue to be sold at a slow, but steady pace.  
RDCK AREA B TOURISM, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNICATIONS SOCIETY: Merv read the ECA letter to the TEDC, informing them that Erickson will not be sending a representative at this time.  There have been no volunteers from the ECA membership, and Erickson is in both Area B and Area C.
Penny AP Anderson introduced herself, and KC Dyer, who is new chair of the Society.  She also introduced Michael Farnsworth, who is their communications chair.  Penny AP noted that the TEDC will represent our community’s interests to the best of their ability and that resources will come from them through our board to our membership.
KC Dyer read his reply to the ECA letter, which had been sent to the ECA on November 23, 2007.  The TEDC Society is undergoing a slight restructuring which will address the concerns of Erickson’s jurisdictions.  They will continue to be supportive of the ECA.
Discussion followed:

Q:  The new sign closest to the Erickson school is obstructing the view.  Should Highways be notified?
KC:  We will do so; however, we need a letter, and will give you the address later.

Q:  Why are you separating Area B out of the valley?
KC:  We are not trying to separate, but are attempting to work with all communities.

Q:  See it as a split in the community.  Could you keep “Area B” out of your name?

KC:  We will restructure the name.   Our primary goal was broadband for Areas B and C, not to split the community, but to get Area B recognized.

Director Kettle:  Just to reinforce KC’s comments that the TEDC is not set up to be exclusive, and also support leaving out “RDCK”.  It was set up to get grant monies and access all the funding power.   The name of the Society is a misnomer, and it will be given a generic name when it is changed.
Merv Sloss asked whether the Town of Creston and Area C would be on board.  Director Kettle advised that they also apply for grants and that there is no direct funding for TEDC from the RDCK.

Penny AP advised that the TEDC Society applied for grants from UBCM, CBT, Community Initiatives, and lotteries funding.  They will help other communities in this area.  Merv asked whether Area C was funding and Penny AP responded that there is no funding. You take resources to your Erickson Community Association.  Yahk would like help from all of the areas for the Winterfest; it is not limited to Area B.
Comment by ECA member:  The ECA did not send a representative because it is not sure about the organization of the TEDC Society.  If the TEDC group makes decisions, they need to notify Erickson first.  Erickson is not involved in Winterfest, but we need to be more solidified as a group before we can reach out; we are not yet ready.

Penny AP noted that Yahk  invites Community associations to make money, eg cooking and selling food, at the Winterfest.

GUEST SPEAKER:  JIM REID ON WOODSTOVES:
Chairman Sloss introduced Jim Reid, who is qualified as WETT (Wood Energy Technical Training) certified.    Jim noted that 85% of woodstoves in Canada are not to code, mainly because of operator error.  There is a label on the back of the stove giving clearances.  Chimney pipe should be installed with the ridges down, so that creosote flows back down - doesn’t leak.
Q:  What is the difference between the catalytic and non-catalytic wood stove?

Jim:  The non-catalytic stove is simply a box that you put wood in to burn.  The catalytic stove starts out the same, but a combustor recaptures the smoke and it burns at a lower temperature.  It is more expensive.  A combustor lasts only 5-6 years.   Chimney cleaning products produce impurities which adversely affect the combustor.
Q:  How often should a converter be taken apart to clean?

Jim:  They have a life of 5-6 years, so cleaning depends on the type of fuel used; ie dirty fuel - clean more often.   Should use starting gels, as newspaper ink collects on the combustor.

Q:  For non catalytic stoves, how about chimney cleaning logs?

Jim:  The logs were originally meant for fireplaces.  They warped stoves inside at first, but later changed to a mineral based product.  But, the cost is $20 for a one time cleaning.  It is cheaper to use creosote cleaners.
Q:  Is it required that all woodstoves be CSA approved?

Jim:  Not necessarily CSA.  All units must have been tested by a recognized testing agency such as CSA or ULC or Otis, a relatively new agency.  Testing standard for freestanding unit is - ULC S-627.
Q:  What to consider when building a studio with a wood stove, pipe going up?

Jim:  First, consider a stove and the pipe as a SYSTEM when buying;  ensure flue pipes are relative to the type of stove as per requirements on the label on the back of the stove.

The basic installation must be approved under the building permit.  For new construction, you will need Darryl from the Regional office to inspect it before being able to insure.  For existing structures, inspections are done by WETT personnel only.
Q:  Which is better, pellet or wood stove?

Jim:  We tested the pellet stove in the store and it is not as dirty as we had heard.

Q:  Concern about thermostat on pellet stove--no control?

Jim:  Not true, there is a thermostat controlling the stove.

Q:  Does the (pellet stove) chimney need to be cleaned?

Jim:  Have to sweep once a year for insurance to be effective.  Pellet burning stoves are 76% efficient compared to woodstoves at 70%.

Q:  About chimneys being outside

Jim:  Straight up is better.  Outside - a cold chimney needs to heat the inner flue and it takes longer.  Straight up, the fire starts faster, is hotter longer, and creosote is less of an issue.

Q:  How to put out a chimney fire?

Jim:  One cup of water in the firebox and close the door.  It goes up as steam and douses the fire.  If use more water, could crack the bricks.

Q:  What is the most efficient stove with no converter?

Jim:  Most efficient clean burning North American stove is the Quadra-Fire line of stoves.  Blaze King is the most popular one with a combustor.  But it does have more creosote buildup with its lower flue temperature.

Q:  How is efficiency determined?

Jim:  The manufacturing specs - must be EPA rated to be sold in BC, reburning the smoke, amount of smoke.

Q:  How far above the roof should chimney be?

Jim:  Depending on its placement, 3 feet.

Q:  Is there any difference in regulations if the stove is in a shop as compared to a residence?

Jim:  Same categories for types of pipe and stove, but amounts of combustibles, eg dust may vary.

Q:  In an all metal building, would the specs for chimneys differ?

Jim:  No, any time there is a flue pipe in a hidden space it must convert to factory chimney.
Q:  Draft on stove--how to improve?

Jim:  A taller chimney has a stronger draft.  The draft drives the stove.  To gain Certification in Canada, the testing facilities all recognize a 15’ system (floor pad to chimney cap) as the height to test a system for clearance to combustibles, etc.  
Q:  Fresh air intake - how important?

Jim:  1.  Inefficient to use heated air to support the fire.

2.  Smoke pours out when you open the door (negative pressure).  With outside air source, there is no pressure issue and smoke is minimal.

Jim will be happy to answer further questions and can be reached by calling the store.

CRESTON FOREST CORPORATION (CFC) PROPOSAL TO BUILD ROADS ALONG ARROW CREEK:
An agenda item which was to be addressed by Director Ralph Moore, who is also on the CFC board.  In Ralph’s absence, Elvin Masuch, also a CFC board member, stated his concerns about the plan to build a road above the intake on Arrow Creek.  In one place, the road is 300 feet from the creek.  In his experience, he has learned that road construction with the resulting soil disturbance impacts the water.  They also propose to log six blocks of timber.  The Arrow Creek is this valley’s most valuable asset, as 7000 people, plus the brewery and orchards depend on it.  Helicopter logging would avoid the soil disturbance.

Director Kettle agrees, and is not anti-logging, but is concerned that Victoria mandates us.  The Arrow Creek Water Commission has adopted a resolution to apply for tenure so that the Arrow Creek Watershed is owned and operated by the Regional District.  He admits some areas have to be logged but roads are wrong.  If the Arrow Creek Water gets the tenure, they will use helicopter and have control over our water shed.
Q:  Has the Forest Corporation decided to proceed, and if so, what is the timing?

Director Kettle:  It is approved by Forestry.  RDCK gave okay to get to the old road.  The plan is to start in the spring.  
Sharon Sadler:   Talked to both Director Ralph Moore and Ministry of Forests rep  Kurt Nixon in Nelson and learned that there was a fire in the watershed years ago, with resulting erosion that plugged up the water intake so that people were without water for two weeks.  Some lodge pole pine grew in the burn area, and these are now pine beetle infested.  The timber has value as long as the trees still have their needles.  After that, they will have no market value, so these trees must be harvested within the next year.  If not done, Forestry may go ahead with it anyway; but Mr. Nixon advised that Victoria’s policy is that such harvesting may not proceed if it will negatively impact other considerations such as our water supply, in the area.  There are numerous issues involved and it requires a lot of information to be gathered so that people can decide whether to do something or do nothing.  Either way could have an impact on our water system.  We need to send a letter to Mr. Murphy of the CFC in order to voice our concerns.
Jim Posynick motioned to strike a committee to meet with the Creston Forest Corporation to exchange information and concerns about the road building in the Arrow Creek water shed.  Les Mawson amended the motion to invite Regional District and/or Erickson Water Commission members to be on the committee.  Seconded by Tony Hetman.  Adopted unanimously.

The next CFC meeting is November 29, too soon, as we need to send a letter prior to their December meeting.  Anyone interested in participating is asked to let Sharon Sadler or another ECA board member know.  The committee will meet as a group before meeting with the CFC board.  
Director Kettle noted that 30% of the CFC Board are Erickson residents.

FOOD SECURITY  IN THE KOOTENAYS:
Merv Sloss advised that the next ECA general meeting will be at the end of January and will be about food security in the Kootenays.  There are several groups involved in the 100 mile diet--eat and grow local, support local farmers.  There is no accountability regarding the food that comes into our area, and there is not a lot of food available in Canada because food producers have been steadily moving south.  Farmers here are idle and not growing food.  Other places, such as Nelson, cannot grow local food, particularly grains, to feed themselves and are looking to Creston for food.  What food needs to be grown here?  We will get speakers here in January.  Perhaps Abra Brynne in Salmo, who is an authority.  There are many local people who are active in this endeavor, eg local food being delivered to the schools; a group has formed for distribution of food, also a small processing plant, and a supply truck to Vancouver.
Q:  The largest issue here is labor.  We don’t have labor in Canada

Merv:  We need a speaker on the labor issue.
Q:  Is there a model in BC working on the 100 Mile Diet?  Could we get a speaker on this?

Merv:  There are three directors here:  Maggie Zsoltaros, Jean Hoover and Merv Sloss (Local Flavors - from Duncan B.C.).  Federal Government has supported this since 2002 and $45,000 committed to opening - is online.  Small Scale Food Processors’ Association now have distributors and marketers.  Authority has moved to the Kootenays.  A coop has formed a national LTD for business and administration.  Looking at Creston to supply.

Director Kettle gave a $1000 grant-in-aid to help and is fully in support of this.  Could get speaker from each group.

Q:  Do you have local farmers in the group?

Merv:  Some farmers are aware, but not completely aware.

Q:  Food production - why did the potato grower go out of business, could we get them to speak and explain why?

Merv:  No distribution channels for the small farmer; had to be big business, but the coop will help with that. Hoping farmers will plant now.
OTHER:
Director Kettle brought copies of the newly published issue of Area Bulletin and noted that this is a project of the TEDC Society, as is the website.  They are all volunteers.

Q:  Is there a plan to recycle plastics here?

Director Kettle:  Yes, there will be a meeting in January, but people need to be aware that 50% of them go back to the landfill, as only certain types of plastic will be reusable.

The recycle bins will be moved before work starts on the recreation complex to a site on Helen Street.
Q:  Is there a plan for a recycle shed at the landfill?

Director Kettle:  Yes, this has been on the worklist for three years.  Currently there is a re-use area at the landfill.

Chairman Sloss publicly thanked several members and directors for their help and assistance with the ECA activities, reading from the list of Warm Fuzzies that had been published in the Creston Valley Advance for:  Sharon Brennan, Julie Groot, Wendy Sommerfeld, Dave Handy, Reg Longhurst, Joe Hoehn, Elvin Masuch, Trudy Bibok, Jeannie Longhurst and Brad Rae.

Comments from members:  The new location of the Post office is a safety concern. 

It is 1.65 km from the old location, this creates more pollution, is extremely inconvenient, people were given no choice to have community service boxes.  Some cannot walk that far.  How to get a rural box?
Director Jim Posynick noted that there should be a light or an island as it is dangerous.  We need to communicate our concerns to the Federal Government.  Does the contractor have the responsibility for safety?  The province is obligated to provide safe roads.

The contract for the new Post office is four years.

Director Kettle advises people to call Jim Abbott as he is on the Privy Council.  ECA should send a letter.  Director Posynick suggested perhaps also a press release and/or names on a petition?
ECA will send a letter to Canada Post and Highways about the safety issue.
Moved to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.

The next meeting will be held January 29, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Erickson School Library unless otherwise notified.
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