ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

November 25, 2008 - Erickson Elementary School Library
Call to Order – by Les Mawson at 7:05 pm
20 members of the Erickson community were present.
The new Executive officers and Board of Directors for 2008-2009 were introduced.  Special thanks were given for their service to retiring director Sharon Sadler and Past-Chairperson Merv Sloss who remains a member of the Board of Directors.

Guest Speaker – Gail Southall, Creston Valley Food Action Coalition 
The Food Action Committee began in 2005 with its purpose to encourage and support local food production and local sourcing for food consumption.  The Coalition currently has about 30 members throughout the Creston Valley.   It is their belief that this goal provides benefits that are beneficial to the economy, the environment and health.

To support their purpose and goals, the Coalition has a number of projects that include:
· A web site www.crestonfarmsfresh.ca  that provides resources and information for sources of local food producers throughout the valley 

· Harvest Share – a program to ensure that excess produce is made available to individuals and families in need.  This is intended to reduce food waste and is not meant to compete in any way with local orchard producers/marketers.

· Community Supported Agriculture – a subscription program for local grain production.  Last year this was fully subscribed with the subscribers coming from 50% outside the Creston Valley and 50% within.
· Winter Harvest – a community unheated greenhouse program dedicated to growing greens for an extended season

· Local Meat Pledge – this was undertaken to show support for the founding of a local abattoir allowing our local farmers to produce meat for sale and consumption on a local, smaller scale.  

Future projects may include a Food Charter listing important principles for sourcing and accessing food; food mapping; increased food processing workshops; and a Community Kitchen.

The Coalition meets the 1st Monday of each month alternating afternoon (4 pm) and evening (7pm) meetings.  Membership is free and open to all for further information you may contact Gail Southall at 250 254-0254 or by email: cvfoodaction@gmail.com
Upcoming on November 26th at Rotocrest Hall is a workshop on Simple Cheese making.  A Christmas Potluck supper will be held on December 4th at 4pm. 
Minutes:  Moved, Judy Kirkby and Seconded, Elvin Masuch to adopt minutes of meeting October 28, 2008.  Passed.
Treasurer’s Report:  Jeannie Longhurst reported that as of the end of October we have $8,810.27 in our account.  The emergency house number signs are continuing to sell.  We have sold 6 new signs just this week.

A question was raised by Sharon Brennan whether we had paid the rental fee for the Erickson School gym for our September Harvest Dinner.  There was a problem with what was thought to be a double booking.  In fact the gym was not double booked the coach made an error in reading her schedule.  We vacated a bit early but did have our dinner and paid the rental.
Moved by Brad Rae, Seconded by Jackie Mawson that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as reported.  Passed

Old Business

Erickson Boundaries – Brad Rae and Merv Sloss presented a map that outlines what we feel should be the official boundaries of Erickson.  They explained that over several hours they and Les Mawson had driven the entire route and visited a number of places where there may have been a doubt about whether they should be included.  Although Erickson is not incorporated, the boundaries indicate eligibility for voting membership in the Erickson Community Association.  Anyone living or owning property within the boundaries is entitled to membership.  Everyone is invited to view the map and put forward any changes felt to be necessary for accuracy.
We will look into a means of making the map more accessible to everyone.  Simply reducing the map may be difficult and make it unreadable.
Contacting ECA – We have established a Community association email address for those wishing to contact the Directors between meetings:  erickson.community.assoc@gmail.com 

We are also looking into having a permanent telephone number for the association.

Erickson Water Distribution Commission – Brad Rae will be stepping down from this commission.  A new volunteer is needed to rake his place.  If anyone is interested in serving on the committee which meets about 4 times per year pleased contact John Kettle.  

Apparently there is some discussion about disbanding the commission.  Elvin Masuch and others expressed concern that this would mean that we would lose our voice as rate payers.  Les Mawson and Elvin Masuch and Jim Posynick expressed interest in serving on the commission.
History of Erickson – Sharon Brennan reported that she is continuing to seek out long time residents for pioneer stories about Erickson and its development.  She has available letters explaining the project if anyone wishes to pass them along.

Walk Safe Program – Les explained that we will be Erickson focused, safety oriented utilizing safety materials, advertising and signage.  We have materials ordered and hope to begin the program early in the New Year.

Concerns were raised about the need for better road maintenance and need for re-painting of white lines to make roads safer for walking, especially on Erickson Road.  Les indicated that past contact with highways shows that Highways does not want pedestrian usage of the roadways.

A suggestion was that the Community Association should contact the Ministry of Highways in the spring regarding road maintenance and painting.  It was also suggested that the Ministry is more likely to listen if a petition with large numbers of local residents be submitted in support of our concerns.

Citizens on Patrol have a street speed monitor that we may be able to utilize at no cost for increased awareness of safe driving speeds and pedestrian awareness.

Canada Post – New community postal boxes are now in place at the Antique Trailer Court and other locations along Erickson Road as a result of citizen advocacy.
NEW IDEAS & SUGGESTIONS:

We have a new RDCK representative for Area C, Larry Binks a portion of which lies within the boundaries of Erickson.  There are also rumours and concerns circulating regarding, fire protection, water and the recreation centre.  Therefore we will attempt to invite both RDCK directors to an ECA general meeting early in the new year to discuss these and the priorities before the RDCK in the near future.
It was suggested that we have a Pot Hole Patrol to support our requests for road improvement.

It has been requested that the issue of street lighting be taken off the table for discussion.  There was some who believed that the issue had been voted down and not tabled.  Moved by Sharon Brennan, seconded by Judy Kirkby that previous minutes be reviewed to determine the facts about this issue.
Moved to Adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Judy Kirkby, seconded Jeannie Longhurst.
Next Meeting:  January 27th, 2009 at the Erickson Elementary School.
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