ERICKSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

OCTOBER 30,  2007  At  the Erickson Elementary School
PRESENT:  Estimated that 38 citizens of the Erickson community were in attendance.
Coffee and Cake donated by Les & Jackie Mawson was served, and cookies donated by Julie Groot.
CALL TO ORDER:  7:10 p.m.

MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 29,  2007:  Adoption moved by Ralph Moore, seconded by Reg Longhurst
HOUSEKEEPING DETAILS:  Chairman Merv Sloss passed around the list for new members to sign, and three new names were added.
TREASURER’s REPORT:   To September 30, 2007 by Jeannie Longhurst.  Revenues $7746.55 Expenses $3048.37 Net $4698.18 and forms a part of these minutes.   Adoption moved and seconded.  Jeannie noted that ECA profit is less than a dollar per sign.
CHAIR’S ANNUAL ADDRESS:   Summary of activities of the ECA over the past year by Merv Sloss.
*Highways - Kip Deming was here to speak and highways were grooved and lines painted.

*Lighting - General membership moved to have 40 streetlights installed in Erickson, but it was tabled; however it is ongoing and we plan to get a speaker on the subject.

*Trails - is ongoing and we now recognize what we need to do.  We will be looking for people to help with this.

*Emergency Services Signs - our most successful project.  Brad and Jeannie are the committee and have sold 110 signs to date.
*Speakers - We had a speaker on septic systems and an RCMP member speaking.

*Potluck dinner - the Harvest Potluck Social was deemed to be most successful.

Our first year was successful, thanks to our nine directors and support of the membership.

Merv named each of the directors by name and they stood.

The meeting was adjourned to the AGM for elections and reconvened while ballots were being counted.

NEW IDEAS AND DIRECTION:  Chairman Sloss polled the members for ideas on where the ECA should go in the next year.  Ideas offered were:

1.  Emphasis on recycling; cardboard and leaves were seen sitting for garbage pickup, perhaps new people may not know that these items can be recycled.  The ECA could help get the word out.

2.  Lobby the Regional District against dump fees.  This would encourage people to use the dump.    Dump costs should be paid through property taxes.  There was some discussion around this topic and it was noted that Prince George, Cranbrook and Trail all have a recycle shed at their landfill sites.  

3.  Get the recyclers to accept plastics.  Les Mawson advised that as of November 1/07 residents of East Kootenay will be able to recycle plastic, and it might be happening here as well.  It is likely that the same people pick up our recycle products.

The meeting reconvened following adjournment of the AGM.

A motion was adopted that Merv Sloss continue to chair the meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS:    Sharon Sadler is the new contact person for communications, including the Area B Bulletin.  She advised that the next bulletin will be out soon and it will be sent to each household.  Also, minutes of our meetings will be posted on the website at www.rrdckareab.com/index.html, and contributions to both the Bulletin and the website by residents are welcome.
EMERGENCY SERVICES HOUSE NUMBERING:    Jeannie Longhurst announced the winners of the draws and Brad Rae congratulated everyone who purchased signs to date.   He advised that Emergency Services people were giving positive responses about these signs.  Jeannie encouraged those who have not put up their signs to please do so as soon as possible.  They also held a draw for two traffic safety vests and these were won by David White and Bill Linge.  Brad advised that everyone who purchased a sign that night would be entered into another draw for a traffic safety vest.
GUEST SPEAKERS:  Merv informed the members of the plan to have guest speakers at the meetings in November, January, March and May, with Jim Reid speaking about wood stoves in November.  He asked for input on ideas for future speakers.  Responses were as follows:

1.  Relating to the 100 Mile Diet, or food self-sufficiency.
2.  Arnor Larson on lighting?  Merv advised that we are looking into a speaker on lighting.
3.  Noxious weeds

AREA B TOURISM, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATIONS (TEDC) SOCIETY:    Sharon Sadler apologized for getting this group’s name wrong in the agenda and advised that four ECA directors attended a meeting at the Canyon Hall with representatives from the TEDC Society.  She explained their mandate (as noted in the agenda) and their plans for a Winter Festival for Area B.  This year’s Winter Fest will be hosted by Yahk and they would like someone from Erickson to participate in it.
Merv Sloss advised that anyone interested could contact Jeff Vandergeest  in Yahk at 250-424-5118 or get in touch with Sharon Sadler.  He also asked for a volunteer to represent Erickson on this Society.   A member asked what this Society was, and Sharon again explained.  Some discussion followed.  ECA directors are concerned because part of Erickson is in Area C, and felt that the TEDC should perhaps encompass a larger area.  Brad Rae noted that the TEDC was also responsible for the four Welcome to Erickson signs.
TRAILS:  Les Mawson advised that he had spoken to Kip Deming and that Highways do not want anything to do with trails.  We would need to do a plan, including how, who, where, insurance and liability details, etc., and submit it to the Engineering department in Nelson for approval.  If we are going to build trails, we need people who are interested in doing this.  For example, the trail in Cranbrook, which was built in two or three stages, is 6 ft wide and paved, also utilizes sidewalks.  He believes that it needs the whole community to do this.  Discussion noted that it would make sense to tie in with Creston trails and use their committee as a resource.  Les believes they are running into the problems that he mentioned above.  Who will cover insurance and liability?  Members can think about this for the next ECA meeting.
SOCIAL:  Chairman Sloss thanked all who attend the Harvest Potluck and asked the members if they would like to hold another.  The  majority voted yes.
WATER:  Elvin Masuch advised that Sullivan Creek is not being used and we need it in our water system.  We (ECA) got health to agree to use it, but a high bacteria count was recorded and health shut it down.  Some areas of Erickson have no water because Sullivan is not in the system.  He would like the ECA to write Director Kettle and the RDCK  to approach Health to get Sullivan reinstated.  It has the same treatment level as the majority of water systems in the province, although Erickson has a triple barrier system.  Questions from the floor were asked:

Q:   Was the high bacterial count after chlorination?  Elvin affirmed that it was.  
Q:  Did they take a second sample?  Elvin advised that we do not know and Director Kettle was not present at tonight’s meeting.

Q:  A member just recently hiked along Sullivan Creek and drank the water and suffered no ill effects.  Elvin advised that Sullivan Creek was used for 90 years and is an integral part of the water system.

OTHER:  Chairman Sloss asked whether there are any other items that the ECA should address.  Ideas from the floor were as follows:

1.  Ask the RCMP to enforce the speed limit on Highway 3 through Erickson.

Discussion noted a recent blitz of enforcement and a member asked whether we could put up the signs denoting speeds.  We could talk to Citizens on Patrol about this as they are the ones who put up the signs.

2.  Dave Handy advises that he is a member of the Erickson Water Commission and will take Erickson Community Association issues back to the Water Commission if they are in a formal communication at the executive level.

A  motion that the ECA Board of Directors ask the Erickson Water Commission about Sullivan Creek in a formal letter was unanimously adopted.
Another motion that the ECA Board of Directors approach the RDCK and Erickson Water Commission about applying to the Columbia Basin Trust for funding for water conservation was adopted.

3.  The weeds on the road side are not being routinely cut by Highways, and it was agreed by many that we need an organized effort to deal with weeds.

4.  The draw for three pairs of hockey passes for this season was held and winners were Tom Chernoff, Bill Linge and Susan Brooks.

Moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.

The next meeting will be held November 27, 2007 at  7:00 p.m. in the Erickson School.
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