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NORTH CANYON IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Minutes

Regular Meeting of Trustees

December 3, 2009


A regular meeting of the Board of Trustee of North Canyon Improvement District was held December 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the North Canyon Improvement District office.


Tony Aryan presided.  Trustees present:  Randy Moore, Michael Bachynski and Michael Byrne, Morris Widish.  Administrator present:  Ila Carrington.  Operator Present:  Dale Beebe.  Landowners present:  Renee Kyle and Caroline Hill.  Guest speaker:  John Kettle, RDCK Area B Director.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Trustee Moore moved the minutes of the regular meeting of November 12, 2009 be approved.  Seconded by Trustee Byrne.





MOTION PASSED

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA


Trustee Widish moved to move along with the irrigation line as per the directive in the WMTF report.  Trustee Byrne seconded.  Discussion on the motion was turned over to the guest speaker, John Kettle.  Mr. Kettle stated that because Improvement Districts are under BC Government laws, there is no eligibility for grants, not even assistance with metering.  Trustee Aryan asked if the RDCK could assist with engineering for the proposed irrigation line.  The only financing Mr. Kettle can assist with through the RDCK is possibly to provide a Grant-in-Aide; however, Mr. Kettle can assist with an approach to the Ministry of Agriculture which could open doors for the NCID.  

In Mr. Kettle’s opinion, the RDCK cannot take over an Improvement District; however, there is discussion to pressurize the lines from Arrow Creek to bring the RDCK’s system up to standard, at which point the RDCK could run a line down Canyon-Lister and buy out an Improvement District if the District so wishes.  There is a possibility the RDCK may invite members of Improvement Districts to attend RCDK meetings; this would keep Improvement Districts appraised of the direction the RDCK is taking, and any prospect of a single system.  Mr. Kettle will provide the NCID with a list of the other local Improvement Districts.  Trustee Bachynski asked if RDCK potable water would not be wasted on agriculture.  Mr. Kettle suggested that non-potable water should be made available to agriculture to preserve agriculture and the ALR. Trustee Byrne stated instead of increasing water consumption, would it not be better to practice conservation.  

Mr. Kettle had received a call from Mr. Bloodworth regarding his application for a connection to NCID and the District’s response that at the present time a line was not available to service the property.  Trustee Bachynski stated that the present connection fee of $1,000.00, plus administration fee of $150.00 is far too small to pursue a line to the property.  Mr. Kettle does not want to see an increase in the tapping of ground water and suggested the NCID bring the Bloodworth property into the NCID.

Mr. Kettle left the meeting.
Further discussion on the motion:  Trustee Widish would like to see the NCID start with tasks and planning for Steps 1 and 2 under the DIL on the WMTF report.  Trustee Bachynski suggested if the District enforces water restrictions as also outlined on the WMTF report, then there may not be a need for a DIL.  Trustee Moore stated without the DIL, expensive chlorinated water will be used for irrigation.  The discussion was tabled until discussion of the 2010 water restrictions.

OLD BUSINESS:


Disinfection update:  The letter from BI Pure Water, outlining all costs, has been received.  The prices are valid for 90 days after November 11, 2009.  Trustee Byrne suggests the NCID go ahead with the progress payment.  Trustee Bachynski asked if there would be an increase of 4.5% if the District doesn’t take full delivery of the system before February 2010.  Trustee Aryan and Trustee Byrne understand the quotation is locked once the deposit is made.   The District will send a letter with the progress payment cheque stating the agreement is entered into on the prices as stated in the letter revised November 11, 2009.   Trustee Byrne moved to make the $10,000.00 progress payment and any necessary advministration.  Trustee Moore seconded.

MOTION PASSED


Trustee Widish will check into the construction timeline, including electrical and have the pre-work done for the estimated delivery of the equipment in April, 2010.

Water Restrictions:  Trustee Aryan asked if the Board wished to adopt the water restrictions as recommended in the WMFT report.  Trustee Moore stated farmers couldn’t grow with the suggested restrictions.  Trustee Aryan stated the farmers did not properly advise the WMTF on farming requirements for irrigation.  The WMFT did not have a representative from the farming community when planning the restrictions.  Trustee Bachynski stated the need for data.  Trustee Aryan had just received a comprehensive report with data on his farm.  Caroline Hill stated the old restrictions allocated more water out than in, with most going to farmers.  Trustee Moore stated the minimum irrigation he requires, depending on weather, is ten hours per day, six days per week.  Trustee Byrne as if this is also what other farmers will need, based on crop type.  Trustee Moore stated that each type of farmer will have different needs.  Trustee Byrne asked if due to various agricultural needs, would it be more feasible to see if usage could go together with crop type.   Duane Holder had provided a report in 2007 indicating cherry trees require 1.5 acre feet/acre of water, equaling 15 US gallons per day.  Trustee Moore moved to accept and carry on with 2008 water restrictions and carry these forward to 2010.  Seconded by Trustee Widish.  Trustee Aryan suggested these restrictions be used until the Board can come up with another solution.  Trustee Bachynski stated the Board needs numbers from the farming community.  Trustee Byrne suggested a committee be struck to study ONLY how restrictions will impact the community, with a proper cross-reference of members of the community.  Trustee Moore withdrew the motion.  Trustee Byrne moved to adopt the 2008 protocols for now, but by February 2010, a group representative of all constituents will have met to resolve the existing an proposed restrictions.  Seconded by Trustee Widish.  Trustee Moore suggested that due to the upcoming Christmas season, the date be extended to March 2010.  

MOTION PASSED

The motion by Trustee Widish “to move along with the irrigation line as per the directive in the WMTF report” and seconded by Trustee Byrne was voted upon.

TRUSTEES MOORE, WIDISH AND ARYAN VOTED FOR THE MOTION

TRUSTEE BACHYNSKI VOTED AGAINST THE MOTION

TRUSTEE BYRNE ABSTAINED FROM VOTING ON THE MOTION

MOTION PASSED

SCADA:  Tabled to next meeting.  Trustee Bachynski has just received information and will forward this information to the other Trustees for discussion at the next meeting.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT REPORT:  

Administrator, Ila Carrington, reported the operating bank account balance as of December 3, 2009 to be  $90,871.43, which included payment of the 2009 Trustee Honorariums.  A Trial Balance was provided to December 3, 2009.  The bank statement had not yet been received; therefore, the stated balance was not reconciled, but believed to be correct.

OPERATOR’S REPORT:


There was no Operator’s report. 

BUDGET:   


The Capital Planning budget was tabled.

NEW BUSINESS:

Administrator, Ila Carrington, presented bills to be paid:

	Bills to Pay:
	
	BI Pure Water Progress Payment
	10,000.00

	Caro Analytical
	147.00

	D. Rotar Backhoe & Trucking/97
	336.00

	Fortis - Samuelson Road
	187.60

	Dale Beebe (November wages and reimbursements)
	1,419.32

	Trustee Honorariums:  Aryan
	1,120.00

	Trustee Honorariums:  Bachynski
	420.00

	Trustee Honorariums:  Moore
	780.00

	Trustee Honorariums:  Widish
	600.00

	Trustee Honorariums:  Byrne
	480.00

	Small Water Users Assn.
	160.00

	Total Bills to Pay
	12,089.92

		
		
	Bills paid between November 12 and December 13 

	Telus
	84.45

	Telus Mobility
	42.75

	Canada Post (Registered Letters)
	25.33

	Ila Carrington (November wages)
	324.40

	Total:
	476.93


	
	


Trustee Bachynski was appointed to review the bills to be paid prior to the meeting and has approved all the bills.  

Overpaid Trustee Honorariums 2008:  A letter had been sent to past Trustee Nowak requesting a reimbursement to NCID in the sum of $240.00, which representing the payment to him for four special meetings during his tenure on the Board.  Trustee Nowak had questioned this, stating that minutes had approved payment to Trustees for special meetings.  Trustee Aryan stated an agreement had been made after consulting with the Auditor that the honorariums paid to the Trustees for several informal special meetings in 2008 would be repaid to the District.  This had been recorded in previous Minutes, although not in the form of a Motion.  Trustee Byrne.asked if special meetings are indeed to be paid for, as it seems unclear and that a policy needs to be set regarding payment for special meetings.  Trustee Byrne suggested to stay with consistency of the other refunds by both present and past Trustees.  Trustee Byrne moved the Board proceed to retrieve the overpayment to past Trustee Nowak.  Trustee Moore seconded.

TRUSTEES MOORE, WIDISH AND BYRNE VOTED FOR THE MOTION

TRUSTEES BACHYNSKI AND ARYAN VOTED AGAINST THE MOTION

MOTION PASSED


Trustee Byrne moved that Trustee be paid an honorarium for all formal special meetings attended.  Seconded by Trustee Bachynski.  

TRUSTEES MOORE, WIDISH, BACHYNSKI AND BYRNE VOTED IN FAVOUR OF THE MOTION

TRUSTEE ARYAN VOTED AGAINST THE MOTION

CORRESPONDENCE:

WorkSafe BC has provided a letter regarding the claim of Dale Beebe.  Trustee Byrne will contact WorkSafe regarding the requirements of the letter.

Penny Jackson had responded in writing.  Tabled.  The Operator needs to determine how the connection will be made.  There are other questions by the Board concerning the application, so Penny Jackson will be asked to attend the next meeting to clarify the Board’s concerns.


The next meeting will be held January 12, 2010 at the North Canyon Improvement District’s office.  

___________________________________Tony Aryan – Chairman of the Water Board

Ila Carrington – Administrator

